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I. Statement of Position

One needs a soul to soul-search. Artificial intelligence does not 
have one. It has no conscience, no empathy, and no understanding of
what it means to be human. Yet major technology companies are 
racing to deploy AI systems — without adequate safety assessments, 
without clear accountability, and without legal limits — in contexts
that directly determine the course of people’s lives.

Congress exists precisely for moments like this. The companies 
building these systems will not regulate themselves. They never do.
I will fight for federal legislation that establishes clear legal 
limits on AI decision-making, mandatory pre-deployment safety 
assessments, enforceable liability when AI systems cause harm, and
full transparency for people affected by algorithmic decisions.

II. The Problem: Machines Making Consequential Decisions

Artificial intelligence is already being used to make or heavily 
influence decisions that were once the exclusive domain of human 
judgment:

• Hiring and employment screening — AI systems rank, filter, and 
reject job applicants before a human ever sees their 
application.

• Lending and credit — algorithmic models determine who 
qualifies for a mortgage, a small business loan, or a credit 
card.

• Medical diagnosis and treatment recommendations — AI tools 
influence clinical decisions affecting patient health and 
survival.

• Criminal sentencing and parole — risk-assessment algorithms 
are used in courtrooms to predict recidivism and inform 
sentencing.

• Child welfare determinations — predictive models flag 
families for investigation and influence custody decisions.

• Benefits eligibility — automated systems approve or deny 
applications for food assistance, disability benefits, and 
housing support.
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In each of these domains, the consequences of error are severe and
fall disproportionately on people who are already vulnerable. 
And in each of these domains, accountability — the ability to know 
why a decision was made and who is responsible for it — has been 
deliberately obscured behind claims of proprietary technology.

III. What Is at Stake

AI does not have values. It does not have empathy. It optimizes for 
the metrics it is given by the people who build it and the companies 
that deploy it. Those metrics are chosen for profit, efficiency, and 
risk reduction — not for fairness, dignity, or justice.

When an AI system causes harm — when it denies someone a loan they
deserved, flags an innocent person as a flight risk, or misdiagnoses
a condition — the current legal framework offers no clear answer 
to the most basic question: who is responsible? The company that 
built the model? The company that deployed it? The individual who 
relied on its output? Right now, the answer is unclear. That is 
unacceptable.

The absence of clear liability does not protect the public. It 
protects the industry. And it will continue to do so until Congress 
acts.

IV. What I Will Fight For

I will advocate for comprehensive federal AI accountability 
legislation built on five pillars:

1. Legal Limits on AI Decision-Making

No consequential decision — hiring, lending, medical treatment, 
criminal sentencing, benefits eligibility — should be made solely by 
an automated system without meaningful human review. Federal 
law must establish categories of high-stakes decisions that require 
a human being to be accountable for the outcome.

2. Mandatory Pre-Deployment Safety Assessments

Before any AI system is deployed in a consequential domain, it must 
undergo independent safety and bias assessments. The burden of 
proof must fall on the deploying company to demonstrate that its 
system is safe, accurate, and does not produce discriminatory 
outcomes — not on the public to discover the harms after the fact.

3. Clear Liability When AI Causes Harm

If an AI system kills or injures someone, denies them housing, costs 
them a job, or results in wrongful imprisonment, there must be a 
legally identified responsible party. Hiding behind algorithmic 
complexity is not a defense. Congress must establish strict liability 
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standards for AI developers and deployers whose systems cause 
documented harm.

4. Transparency and the Right to Explanation

Every person affected by an AI-driven decision has the right to 
know that a machine was involved and the right to a meaningful 
explanation of how that decision was reached. “The algorithm said 
so” is not an explanation. Federal law must require that AI systems 
used in consequential domains be interpretable and that their 
outputs be explainable in plain language to the people they affect.

5. Independent Federal Oversight

The technology industry cannot be trusted to police itself. I will 
support the creation of an independent federal body with the 
authority to audit AI systems, investigate complaints, levy fines, and
mandate remediation when systems are found to cause harm or 
operate outside legal boundaries. Technology should serve people 
— not replace human judgment on matters of consequence.

V. A Note on AI and This Campaign

I am aware of the irony that this position paper was drafted with 
the assistance of an AI language model. I have reviewed it, it 
reflects my positions accurately, and I stand behind every word. 
But that process itself illustrates the point: AI is a powerful tool. 
Tools require guardrails. The difference between a useful 
instrument and an unaccountable one is oversight — and oversight 
is Congress’s job.

VI. Conclusion

The question before Congress is not whether artificial intelligence
will reshape American life. It already is. The question is whether 
that reshaping will happen with democratic accountability or 
without it. Whether the people most affected will have legal 
recourse or none. Whether the companies profiting from these 
systems will bear responsibility for their consequences or escape 
it.

I will not allow the pace of technological change to outrun the 
reach of the law. The law must keep up. That is what I am running to 
ensure.
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