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I. Statement of Position

I support single-payer medical and dental care for every American. 
No exceptions, no income thresholds, no eligibility hoops. You are a 
human being. That is sufficient qualification.

The wealthiest nation in the history of the world has the resources
to provide every citizen with comprehensive medical and dental 
care. This is not a radical idea. It is basic decency. And the only 
reason it has not happened is that the people profiting from the 
current system have spent decades and billions of dollars making 
sure Congress does not act. I have the courage to tax that profit 
and use it to fund a system that works for everyone.

II. I Know the System

I am a veteran. I have used VA healthcare. I know what government-
provided medical care looks like when it functions — not perfectly, 
but reliably. Care is there when you need it. You do not negotiate 
with an insurance company while you are sick. You see a doctor.

I am now on Social Security and Medicare. The system works for me 
because I earned my way into it through military service and a 
lifetime of work. But here is what I have come to believe: healthcare
should not be something you earn. It should not be a reward for the
right service record or the right employer or the right ZIP code. It 
is something you deserve because you are a human being. The VA and 
Medicare prove the model works. The question is only whether we 
have the political will to extend it to everyone.

III. What Is Wrong With the Current System

The United States spends more per capita on healthcare than any 
other developed nation on Earth. We do not get better outcomes. 
We get worse ones — higher rates of preventable death, lower life 
expectancy, worse maternal mortality, and tens of millions of 
people who simply go without care because they cannot afford it.

Where does the money go? Before it reaches an actual doctor 
treating an actual patient, it passes through a gauntlet of 
extraction:
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• Private insurance companies collect premiums, deny claims, 
and return billions to shareholders while employing armies of
people whose entire job is to find reasons not to pay for care.

• Pharmaceutical companies charge Americans prices for 
medications that are a fraction of the cost in every other 
developed country, protected by a patent system and a 
Congress that has historically refused to allow Medicare to 
negotiate drug prices.

• Hospital systems operate as regional monopolies in many parts
of the country, billing at rates that bear no relationship to 
the cost of care and that are negotiated in secret with 
insurers, leaving uninsured patients with the highest bills of 
all.

• Prior authorization requirements force physicians to spend 
hours on paperwork and phone calls seeking permission to 
provide care they have already determined their patients 
need.

This is not a healthcare system. It is a profit extraction system with 
healthcare as the nominal product. The human cost is measured in 
bankruptcies, in delayed diagnoses, in pulled teeth because dental 
care is treated as a luxury separate from the rest of medicine, and 
in deaths that did not have to happen.

IV. The Dental Care Gap

Dental care deserves specific attention because it is so routinely 
excluded from healthcare conversations and from coverage. Oral 
health is not cosmetic. Untreated dental disease causes systemic 
infections, contributes to heart disease and diabetes 
complications, results in lost work and lost wages, and is a direct 
driver of chronic pain. The fact that Medicare does not cover 
routine dental care, and that millions of Americans have no dental 
coverage at all, is a policy failure with documented, measurable 
human consequences.

Single-payer means single-payer. Medical and dental. Together.

V. How We Pay for It

The answer is the tax code — the same answer that funds the rest of
this platform.

We are already spending the money. Americans already pay, 
through premiums, deductibles, co-pays, out-of-pocket costs, and 
taxes funding Medicare, Medicaid, the VA, and CHIP, more per 
person than the governments of Canada, the United Kingdom, 
France, Germany, Japan, and Australia pay for universal systems 
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that cover everyone. We are not underfunding healthcare. We are 
misdirecting the funding into private profit.

A well-structured single-payer system, funded through progressive
taxation on income and wealth, would:

• Eliminate premiums, deductibles, co-pays, and out-of-pocket 
costs for individuals and families.

• Remove the administrative burden from employers who 
currently spend significant resources managing employee 
health benefits.

• Allow the federal government to negotiate drug prices 
directly, as the VA already does, driving costs down 
dramatically.

• Eliminate the billing bureaucracy that currently consumes an
estimated 30% of every healthcare dollar spent in the United 
States.

• Be funded through the progressive tax reform I have outlined 
in my position paper on income and wealth inequality — asking 
those who have profited most from this country to contribute 
their fair share to the system that sustains it.

VI. What I Will Fight For

• Legislation establishing a single-payer national health 
insurance program covering all medically necessary services,
including medical, dental, vision, mental health, and 
prescription drugs, for every American resident.

• Elimination of prior authorization requirements that delay 
and deny necessary care.

• Federal authority to negotiate pharmaceutical prices, 
bringing U.S. drug costs in line with the rest of the developed 
world.

• Transition support for workers currently employed in the 
insurance industry, whose jobs will be displaced by the 
elimination of private health insurance overhead.

• Full integration of dental care into the national health 
program, ending the artificial and medically indefensible 
separation of oral health from general health.

• Continued and strengthened support for the VA system as the 
model and proof of concept that government-delivered 
healthcare works.
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VII. Conclusion

You get sick. You see a doctor. That is how it should work. No 
network lookup. No prior authorization. No choosing between the 
insulin and the electric bill. No GoFundMe for chemotherapy.

Every other wealthy democracy on Earth has figured this out. We 
have not — not because it is impossible, but because the people 
making money off the current system have made sure Congress 
stays bought. I am not for sale. The money exists. I have the courage 
to tax it from the people profiting off human suffering and use it to 
build a system worthy of the wealthiest nation in the history of the 
world.
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